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	General Assembly Update: Budget is Passed

	 
	
	

	Budget Report
 

The Virginia General Assembly adjourned on Sunday, March 14th upon the passage of the Commonwealth's 2010-2012 biennium budget. The "good" news, in this bleak budget year, is that the budget restores funding for most of the areas of concern for people with mental illness. What is critical, however, is that much of the restoration of funds rests on whether the United States Congress will authorize the extension of increased "FMAP" funding. An explanation of FMAP is provided further down this message. 

Budget Highlights 
 
Restoration of funds/services/coverage
 
- Restoration of funds for Medicaid eligibility for aged, blind, and disabled population from 75% to 80%*
 
- Restoration of Medicaid reimbursement rates for physicians*
 
- Restoration of Medicaid reimbursement rates for therapeutic day treatment services*
 
- Exempting behavioral health medications from the Medicaid preferred drug list
 
- Restoration of Medicaid reimbursement rates for residential psychiatric treatment facilities* 
  
- Restoration of reduced auxiliary grant payments*
 
- Restoration of jail diversion funds
 
- Restoration of funds to continue operation the Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents

- Language to establish a planning process led by the Commissioner of DBHDS to identify concrete steps to provide children's mental health services, both inpatient and community-based, as close to children's homes as possible
 
*Contingent in some way on enhanced FMAP extension being passed by US Congress 
 
Reduction of funds/services/coverage
 
- 5% reduction to Community Services Boards as authorized in former Governor Kaine's introduced budget
 
- Closure of adolescent unit at Southwest Virginia Mental Health Institute (SWVMHI) as authorized in former Governor Kaine's introduced budget
 
- Closure of geriatric unit at SWVMHI as authorized in former Governor Kaine's introduced budget
 
- Reductions at the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services as authorized in former Governor Kaine's introduced budget




What is FMAP funding? 
FMAP is the state's share of Medicaid benefit costs paid for by the federal government. Last year the US Congress authorized an increase in each state's FMAP (called "enhanced FMAP") to help prevent drastic cuts in services and coverage. In order to avoid even deeper cuts to services and coverage that were originally considered, such as lowering eligibility levels for Medicaid, many of the items that were restored in Virginia's 2010-2012 budget rely on an extension of enhanced FMAP. On Wednesday, March 10th, the US Senate authorized an extension of FMAP and now the US House of Representatives must do the same.


 




